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| | the claims: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-15 



2-6, 8-13, 15 



1,7, 14 



1-15 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 2000-127069 A (Tokyo Electron Ltd.), 9 



Document 2 



May 2000, [0035] - [0037] ; fig. 1, 2, 12 

JP 3-104575 A (Sony Corp.), 1 May 1991, Fig. 

1 and 2 



Claims 1 and 7 

The inventions set forth in claims 1 and 7 do not 
involve an inventive step in the light of document 1 cited 
in the international search report. 

Document 1 discloses a configuration for correcting a 
reference position in all directions based on the 
detection of the passage or blockage of light by a light- 
receiving unit in response to the movement in the 
direction of the Z-axis of the rotating stage and it would 
be easy for a person skilled in the art to conceive of 
correcting positioning in all directions merely based on 
the detection of the passage or blockage of light based on 
the disclosures in document 1 . 



Claim 14 

The invention set forth in claim 14 does not involve an 
inventive step in the light of documents 1 and 2 cited in 
the international search report. 

The configuration wherein a light -emitting unit and a 
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light -receiving unit are provided in each of the 
directions in which correction is performed is disclosed 
in document 2 . 

Claims 2-6, 8-13 and 15 

With respect to the horizontal, vertical, rotational, 
bending and stretching directions of the rotating stage or 
the arm mechanism, the feature wherein only one set of a 
light-emitting unit and a light -receiving unit is used in 
correction and the feature wherein, with the exception of 
correction in a perpendicular direction, correction is 
performed based on the switching position of the passage 
and blockage of light by using some constituent parts of a 
member or device that protrudes upwards in relation to the 
upper surface of the rotating stage, is not disclosed in 
any of the documents cited in the international search 
report. Moreover, it is not obvious to a person skilled in 
the art . 
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